
Do you have 18 months of practical experience with either power plants or 
airframes, or 30 months of practical experience working on both at the same time? 

Contact the Flight Standards District 
Office in Louisville at 502 502-753 
-4200 to schedule an interview with 

an FAA inspector.**

YES

Apply to Somerset Community College or 
Jefferson Community & Technical College 
to obtain FAA FAA-approved Aviation 
Maintenance Technician training.

You pass the written, oral and practical 
tests to obtain your Aircraft Mechanic 
certificate with both Airframe & Power 
Plant (A&P) ratings. You are ready to go 

to work! (0 semesters)***

Option 1: Option 2: Option 3:

You obtain an Aircraft Mechanic 
certificate with either the Airframe (A) 
rating or the Power Plant (P) rating.

Unable to obtain a certificate? Apply to SCC 
or JCTC for FAA -approved training to 

obtain an Aircraft Mechanic certificate with 
Airframe & Power Plant (A&P) ratings. 

(5 semesters)****

NO

Go to work as an Aircraft Mechanic with just the 
Airframe (A) rating or the Power Plant (P) rating.*****

Apply for additional training at SCC or JCTC. Once 
accepted request a Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) to 
earn credit and shorten the length of training.

If credit for PLA is received, Power Plant or Airframe 
training can be completed in 2 semesters.****

If credit for PLA is not received, Power Plant or Airframe 
training can be completed in 3 semesters.****

Aircraft Maintenance Technician Certificate with A & P Ratings*

*Army Military Occupational Specialties for which FAA gives credit: 15B: Aircraft Power Plant Repairer, 15D: Aircraft Powertrain Repairer, 15E: Unmanned Aircraft Systems Repairer, 15F: Aircraft 
Electrician, 15G : Aircraft Structural Repairer, 15H: Aircraft Pneudraulics Repairer, 15K: Aircraft Components Repair Supervisor, 15N: Avionics Mechanic, 15P: Aviation Operations Specialist, 15Q: 
Air Traffic Control Operators, 15R: AH-64 Attack Helicopter Repairer, 15T: UH-60 Helicopter Repairer, 15U: CH-47 Medium Helicopter Repairer, 15W: Unmanned Aerial Systems Operator, 15Y: 
AH-64D Armament/Electrical/Avionics Repairer, 15Z: Aircraft Maintenance Senior Sergeant 
****Prior to applying to take the written test, you must present your DD-214, military training records, and an official letter from your military employer certifying your length of service, the 
amount of time you worked in each specialty, the make and model of the aircraft or engine on which you worked, and where you received the experience. You cannot count time you spent 
training for the specialty, only the time you spent working in the specialty. There are separate tests for airframe and power plant mechanic certificates, as well as a general test covering both. If 
ththe inspector decides you meet the requirements to take one or more of the tests, you can make an appointment for testing at one of the PSI Services Knowledge Testing Centers 
(http://candidate.catstest.com/sitesearch.php). After you pass the written test, a Designated Mechanic Examiner (DME) will administer the oral and practical tests. 
***Typical time to an Airframe & Power Plant Maintenance Technician Diploma at SCC or JCTC is 5 semesters.
****The number of semesters to successful completion is based on a full course-load with no repeats of courses. You should always choose classes in cooperation with your faculty advisor to 
ensure that you meet all requirements *****An aircraft mechanic can hold just one of these ratings but earning both certificates qualifies him or her to work on more parts of an aircraft. 
Candidates with both ratings are more appealing to employers.
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